©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 1293. 2

HOUSE BI LL 1778

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Regala, Anderson, Buck, Doumt, G Chandler

Poul sen, Cooper, MMorris, Parlette, Tokuda, MDonald, Mastin,
Linville, Stensen, Lantz, Lovick, Ogden, Veloria, Rockefeller, Kagi

Edwar ds, Kenney, McIntire, Keiser, Miurray, Quall, Fisher, Cody, Ronero,
Conway, Santos, Hai gh, Constantine and Kessl er

Read first tinme 02/05/1999. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resour ces.

AN ACT Relating to providing grants for wurban and comunity
forestry projects; anmending RCW 76.15. 005, 76.15.007, and 76.15. 020;
addi ng new sections to chapter 76.15 RCW and neki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW76.15.005 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds and declares that:

(1) The evergreen state has suffered a significant loss of tree
cover and vegetation in urban and suburban communities over the |ast
twenty years, and the inpact of this tree loss has been costly.
Reports indicate that the high tree canopy coverage from AQynpia to
Everett has declined by thirty-seven percent since 1972. The |oss of
the tree cover has resulted in significant expenditures for nan-nade
infrastructures to deal with storm water runoff, air pollution, and
ener gy needs.

(2) Trees and ot her woody vegetation are a necessary and i nportant
part of community and urban environnments. Community and urban forests
have many val ues and uses i ncl udi ng conservi ng energy, reducing air and
wat er pollution and soil erosion, contributing to property val ues,
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attracting business, reducing gl are and noi se, providing aesthetic and
hi stori cal val ues, providing wood products, providing habitat critical

to the preservation of endangered and threatened species including
sal non, and affording confort and protection for humans and wldlife.

((2)) (3) _ As urban and community areas i n Washi ngton state grow,
the need to plan for and protect community and urban forests increases.
Cities and comunities benefit from assistance in devel oping and
mai ntai ning community and urban forestry prograns that al so address
future growt h.

((3))) (4) Assistance and encouragenent in establishnent,
retention, and enhancenent of these forests and trees by |ocal
governnents, citizens, organizations, and professionals are in the
interest of the state based on the contributions these forests nmake in
preserving and enhancing the quality of |Ilife of Wshington's
muni ci palities and counties while providing opportunities for economc
devel opnent .

(5) Trees help protect and enhance residential and business
property values. Studies have shown that trees are good for business
because consuners prefer to shop in business districts with healthy
urban forest |andscaping.

Sec. 2. RCW76.15.007 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The purpose of this chapter is to:

(1) Encourage planting and mai nt enance and nmanagenent of trees in
the state’s nunicipalities and counties and maxi m ze the potential of
tree and vegetative cover in inproving the quality of the environnent.

(2) Encourage the coordination of state and | ocal agency activities
and maximze citizen participation in the devel opnent and
i npl emrentati on of community and urban forestry-rel ated prograns.

(3) Foster healthy economc activity for the state’s community and
urban forestry-rel ated busi nesses through cooperative and supportive
contracts with the private business sector.

(4) Facilitate the creation of enploynment opportunities related to
community and urban forestry activities including opportunities for
inner city youth to learn teamwrk, resource conservation,
envi ronnment al appreciation, and job skills.
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(5) Provide neaningful voluntary opportunities for the state's
citizens and organi zations interested in comunity and urban forestry
activities.

(6) Provide funding for |ocal governnental and nongovernnental
organi zations for the facilitation of urban and community forestry

prograns through the grant program established in section 5 of this

act.

Sec. 3. RCW76.15.020 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent ((may)) shall, subject to available funding,
establish and maintain a program in comunity and urban forestry to
acconpl i sh the purpose stated in RCW76. 15. 007. The departnment ((#ay))
shall, subject to avail abl e funding, assist nmunicipalities and counties

in establishing and mai ntai ning conmunity and urban forestry prograns
and encourage persons to engage in appropriate and inproved tree
managenment and care.

(2) The departnent ((may)) shall, subject to available funding,
advi se, encourage, and assist nunicipalities, counties, and other
public and private entities in the devel opnment and coordination of
policies, prograns, and activities for the pronotion of comunity and
urban forestry.

(3) The departnent ((may)) shall, subject to available funding,
appoint a commttee or council to advise the departnent in establishing
and carrying out a programin community and urban forestry. For the
pur pose of buil ding partnerships throughout the state, the commttee or

council may take any actions necessary to qualify as a nonprofit

corporation under the United States internal revenue service code.

(4) The departnent may assi st nunici pal and county tree mai nt enance
prograns by maki ng surplus equi pmrent available on | oan where feasible
for community and urban forestry prograns and cooperative projects.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 76.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The comm ttee or council shall have the follow ng duties:

(1) To perform any task necessary to secure for this state the
benefits of federal urban forestry prograns;

(2) To review and nmake deci sions on applications for grant noneys
according to the criteria established in section 5 of this act;
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(3) To advise and nmke recommendations to the conm ssioner of
public | ands regardi ng urban and community forestry issues;

(4) To provide public education and advocacy for conmunity and
urban forestry issues;

(5 To provide leadership and direction to state-w de urban
forestry efforts;

(6) To devel op and naintain a clearinghouse of information rel ated
to urban and comrunity forestry issues; and

(7) To advise the legislature and the residents of the state on the
best ways to preserve, protect, and inprove the urban and comrunity
forests of Washi ngton.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 76.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of natural resources shall, subject to avail able
fundi ng, provide grants to | ocal urban and community forestry projects.
To receive a grant, a project nust be proposed and nanaged by
muni ci pal, county, or state governnments, or by legally organized
nonprofit organizations, and neet +the <criteria established in
subsection (2) of this section.

(2) The departnent shall distribute grant noneys to projects that:

(a) Encourage comrunity and urban forests through t he establi shnent
and mai nt enance of trees;

(b) Assist in inplenmenting regional and local |and use planning
projects related to urban forestry;

(c) Prepare urban tree plans;

(d) Retain native trees and riparian habitats; and

(e) Address any other matter related to the purposes of this act as
stated in RCW 76. 15. 007.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The sumof one hundred t housand dol | ars,
or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal
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year ending June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
natural resources for the purposes of section 5 of this act.

(2) The sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or as nuch thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2001, fromthe general fund to the departnent of natural resources for
t he purposes of section 5 of this act.

~-- END ---
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